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Counsel: Hislory Will Prove It 10- U j&/j ,j 

‘Warren Panel Stack to the Facts’ 


■ - i . , * . 

Despite public doubts and 
debunking attempts, history 
will bear out the. Warren 

■ Commission’s , version of the 
’ assassination . of President 

John F. Kennedy, a former 
‘ counsel to the commission 
said Thursday. 

He is . Joseph A. Ball, im- 
mediate past president of . the 
American. College of Trial - 

- Lawyers, a former resident of 
. Council Bluffs and a Creighton 

University graduate who : has 
' practiced law in Long Beach, 
Calif., for 40 years. 

“I want to put the work of 
: the commission in perspective 

■ by comparing it to the recent 
trial in New Orleans,” Ball 
said in an interview, referring ; 
to the .trial of Clay Shaw;, 
freed of a charge of conspir- 
ing to kill President Kennedy.? ; 

Refuted 

New Orleans District Atty. 

- Jim. Garrison used evidence 
the commission >had rejected 
as unreliable, said Ball, senior 



. . Ball ... Lawyer 
from January to July, 1964. 


Ball cited Garrison’s use of 
testimony from : a ? Dallas 


- motorcade shortly after the 

shooting. ‘ 1 

The deputy’s testimony 
before ‘the Warren Com- 
' mission was refuted by three 
other witnesses who said they 
•"saw Oswald leave ? the book.' ■ 
depository building across the, , 

- • street from the knoll. 'The - 
. commission said Oswald shot • 

. Kennedy from the depository. . 

Ball said Garrison -1 
investigated the assassination . J 
: “for the same- reason others 
. • did ■-* the .case was popular ... 
and if he could find something 
different he’d be a., famous 
man.” 

“I had. the same -.ambition, 
but I was confined to-, facts. 1 
Garrison? let his . imagination . ; < 
run away with Mm. , 

Books such as Mark Lane’s 
‘ ‘Rush to J udgment” and Ed- 
ward J. .Epstein’s “Inquest 1 ,” 
which advanced other theories 
on the assassination, '. “per- 
turbed” Ball. _ f.j 

“These authors accused me 
of perverting and distorting . 
evidence. I called the :. chief 
justice- after reading Lane’s . 
book and asked him if he’d 1 
seen it. 


counsel, to the Commission 


deputy sheriff who claimed to 
have seen Lee Harvey Oswald 
run from the, “grassy knoll” 
overlooking the presidential j 


Not Worried 

- “He said he didn’t intend to . 
worry about it. “We’ll leave 

the verdict to history/ he 

said.. “And he was right — the 
mam picture hasn’t changed.” ■ 
In Ball’s . 5 opinion, writers j 
; such as Lane and Epstein are ... ! 
merely “journalists trying to 
. make money.” ’ - J 

“But many sincere; honest ■ 
people are obsessed with , : 
theories of conspiracy; They r | 
go through the National i 
Archives, through 26 yolumes 
of testimony, looking for 
• something, new. 

Ball spoke Thursday before . • ‘ 
, an Omaha Bar Association 
audience , at the Blackstone 
Hotel. 




